
Climate Smart Committee Minutes 

July 7, 2026 
Attendance: Anna Rizzo (AR), Casey Rizzo (CR), Mike Styne (MS), Brenna Sambrook 

(BS), Sally Lawerence (SL), Valerie Kavanaugh (VK), Mindy Fowler (MF), Jake Miller 

(JM) 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 P.M.  

The meeting started with discussion of the July 11th tabling event. AR stated that Brenna, 

Mike, Sally, Jake and Val have signed up to volunteer. Mike, Sally, Jake and Val would like to 

march in the parade while Anna and Brenna will table at Butler Park. Our vendor set-up will 

begin at 3 pm and be completed by 4 pm. Metal water bottles will be distributed along with 

bingo cards and informational pamphlets. 

There are 6 panels on a tri-fold pamphlet. The pamphlet will have a QR code for the 

Committee’s Instagram account, information on the Repair Café’s, plastic reduction, compost at 

the DPW and paint recycling. The last section of the pamphlet will mention Sand Lake’s 

Electronic Recycle Day, which will take place on July 25 between 9 am and 3 pm at Town Hall. 

JM mentioned that out Summer Clean-Up Days should also be in the pamphlet.  

Stephentown wrote the July newsletter on Repair Café’s. The August newsletter will be 

written by the Village of East Nassau. Sand Lake is up again in September. We have decided on 

compost tips for people looking to start or improve backyard compost. JM offered to take the 

lead. Any information on composting should be sent to him. The goal is to have it ready by 

August 26 to send to other Committee’s and Stephen.  

Summer Clean-Up days will take place Saturday, August 8 and Sunday, September 20 at 

9am. Everyone will meet at Butler Park first. We will brainstorm clean-up locations and discuss 

at the next meeting. 

AR explained that August 28th is when we hear back from DEC on our Climate Smart 

status. Getting approved would make us a bronze community and the first approved in the 

County. The next due date is January 8, 2027, as deadlines are only twice a year now. 

 

REMINDER: Actions can be found on the Climate Smart website linked below. 

https://climatesmart.ny.gov/ 

 

Adjourned 6:50 P.M. 

 Next meeting date – August 4, 2026 

 

https://climatesmart.ny.gov/

