
 

 

TOWN OF SAND LAKE TOWN BOARD MEETING 

August 12, 2020 
 

A meeting of the Sand Lake Town Board was held on August 12, 2020 at 7:00 P.M. at the Sand 
Lake Town Hall.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, the following answered roll call: 
 
PRESENT:   Councilman Bulmer 
    Councilwoman Erickson 
    Councilman Film 
    Councilman Nippes 
    Supervisor Perry 
    Town Attorney Ely – Absent 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY:   Barbara Hansen, Town Clerk 
ALSO PRESENT:    Brian Hunt, Commissioner of Public Works 
OTHERS PRESENT:    See attached sign in sheet 
CALL TO ORDER:    Supervisor Perry opened the meeting at 7:00 P.M. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   Supervisor Perry moved to approve the minutes of July 8, 2020 
Town Board Meeting.  This was seconded by Councilwoman Erickson. 
MOTION CARRIED - UNANIMOUS 
 
Supervisor Perry moved to approve the minutes of July 20, 2020 Special Town Board Meeting.  
This was seconded by Councilwoman Erickson. 
MOTION CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 
 
Supervisor Perry moved to approve the minutes of July 29, 2020  Town Board Workshop 
Meeting.  This was seconded by Councilman Bulmer. 
MOTION CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 
 
MONTHLY REPORTS:  TOWN CLERK – Barbara Hansen 

 Total Revenue for month of July was $13,500.65  

 Money paid to Supervisor for July - $13,299.65 

 Money paid to Dept of Agriculture & Markets for spay/neuter program - $89.00 

 Money paid to NYS Department of Health for Marriage Licenses $112.50 
 
DEC – Hunting and (DMPs) Deer Management Permits went on sale August 10, 2020.  We are directing 

our residents to call 866-933-2257 Option #2 for phone sales or online at dec.ny.gov/permits. 
 
Passports – We are processing new passports by appointment only.  Renewals have to be 
mailed by the passport holder but you will need a new photo which we provide for $8.00 and 



 

 

you do not need an appointment.  Our passport agents will be happy to look over your renewal 
before you mail it.  
 
Notary Services are available, but please call ahead since our notaries are not always available.  
Remember to bring proper photo identification.   
 
Deputy Town Clerk, Marilyn Widmer, resigned in July and we wish her the best.  We welcome 
Tami Thibeault to fill the position.  Tami previously served as Deputy Town Clerk for many years 
and we are very happy to have her back.  Although we received several resumes from qualified 
candidates responding to our employment ad in the Advertiser, Tami was the logical choice 
since she was familiar with our procedures and stepped right in with minimal training.  Our 
hours have been expanded to M,T,W,F 9-4 and Thursday 9-6. 
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:  Supervisor Perry reported the Comprehensive Plan established last 
December was well done and the Plan Oversight Committee was disbanded at that time.  There 
is a Resolution on the Agenda to re-establish this Committee and any resident interested in 
serving on this committee should apply.  Application information is available on our website 
and resumes and names will be collected this month.  Appointments will be made at the 
October Town Board Business Meeting. 
 
The Stop 13 Bridge Project is moving ahead and work should begin next summer.  There is a 
Resolution on the Agenda tonight to authorize funds for right of ways needed. We are 
anticipating that a Proposal for work associated with this project will be released this fall. 
 
Our 2021 Budget preparation will begin within the next few weeks. We are waiting to see our 
2nd quarter revenue from sales tax and mortgage recording tax.  The Town Board has made 
some difficult decisions recently to set the stage for a responsible 2021 budget.  
 
Senator Jordan’s office informed us that SAM grants (State & Municipal Facilities Projects), 
although not officially canceled, are on hold for the present time.  We will proceed with the 
engineering and design of the 2nd Dyke culvert since work is already underway, however, unless 
the State rescinds this order it is questionable if we can proceed with this project. 
 
COUNCILMAN BULMER’S REPORT: Animal Control:  It was a busy month.  Animal Control 
Officer, Cathy Crawmer, received 36 calls last month.   
Street Lights:  No street lights were reported out last month. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN ERICKSON’S REPORT:  Open Spaces:  The mountain bike trail is coming along 
nicely.  Thank you to Pastor Andy Craig of WSL Community Church and his volunteers for all 
their help. Any Scout troops looking for a project should contact Councilwoman Erickson as 
there are several projects on the agenda for the trail. 
 



 

 

Library: The Library is open, by appointment only, for browsing and computer use. Sidewalk 
pickup is available.  Checkout  the Town website Library link for online projects offered in 
conjunction with the NYS Museum. 
 
Sand Lake Center for the Arts:  There are several pieces of art available for viewing and many  
are for sale.  Thank you Joseph Manfred who completed an Eagle Scout project by constructing 
4 benches and a table for use at the Center.   
 
COUNCILMAN FILM’S REPORT:  Ambulance:  I am currently working with Sand Lake Ambulance 
regarding budget issues for 2021.  Representatives from the Sand Lake Ambulance will be 
attending our September 8th, 2020 Town Board Meeting to discuss the budget. I am also 
working with the Town of Poestenkill to explore the possibility of forming an Ambulance Special 
District to serve both towns.   
Beach:  Talks are underway to get some volunteers together to start clean up and map out 
future development.  High School student, Donald Allman, volunteered his services to help with 
brush cutting and clean up. Anyone interested in volunteering please email Councilman Film. 
Budget: Councilman Film believes the anticipated budget shortfall of 27% will be less than 
projected since retail sales are up during this Covid crisis.  The final numbers rely on mortgage 
tax collected, state aid and the rest of the year’s sales.  He encouraged everyone to shop in 
Rensselaer County. 
 
COUNCILMAN NIPPES’ REPORT:  Senior Citizens:  Seniors will be re-convening meetings.  The 
first one is scheduled for September and will be held at the outdoor pavilion at Poestenkill VFW 
Post. He will post date and time on Town’s website. 
Transfer Station:  A full report is forthcoming.  We’ve switched to Twin Bridges which should 
assure significant savings. A resolution will be presented at the August Workshop Meeting.  
Anyone looking to volunteer services can contact Councilman Nippes at the Town to help with 
the transition from County Waste to Twin Bridges. 
 
BRIAN HUNT – HIGHWAY:  Highway crew has been busy paving and trying to get things caught 
up in general.  There have been many trees down due to summer storms which need to be 
cleared and we are busy at the garage accepting paint cans from residents. 
 
BUSINESS:  Our first Resolution 2020-08-68 tonight is to petition New York State Legislature to 
Designate Animal Control Officer, Cathy Crawmer, as a Peace Officer.  Mrs. Crawmer addressed 
the Board to explain why this designation is necessary as a Dog Control Officer in New York 
State cannot enforce or investigate allegations of animal cruelty or neglect.  Only a Peace 
Officer or a Police Officer have the authority to do so, and that most Police Officers do not have 
the knowledge or equipment to address the numerous situations affecting our animal 
population. Mrs. Crawmer went on to explain she is well versed on the Agriculture and Markets 
Law and, very often, advises Police Officers when on the scene what to do in the situation and 
what legal forms are necessary to resolve the problem.  She is requesting the Town Board to 
seek the designation of Peace Officer for the Dog Officers of the Town of Sand Lake, thereby 
giving them the authority to take charge in such situations. 



 

 

 
RESOLUTION #2020-08-68 
Approval to Petition New York State Legislature to Designate Animal Control Officer as a Peace Officer 
 
Moved by:  Supervisor Perry 
Seconded by:  Councilman Bulmer 
 
 Whereas, Catherine Crawmer has faithfully and competently filled the role of Animal Control 
Officer in the Town of Sand Lake for 28 years; and  

 
Whereas, New York State law does not allow an Animal Control Officer to investigate animal 

cruelty, neglect, or abandonment unless said Officer is a Peace Officer or Police Officer; and 
 
Whereas, New York State Criminal Procedure Law allows a municipality to petition the New York 

State Legislature to designate its dog control officer to be named a Peace Officer.  This will allow the 
animal control officer to handle all matters contained in Article 26 of Agriculture & Markets Law 
pertaining to animal cruelty; now therefore  

 
Be it Resolved, the Town Board supports a petition to the State Legislature requesting our 

Animal Control Officer be designated a Peace Officer.   
MOTION CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 

RESOLUTION #2020-08-69 
 
Approval of Standard Work Day and Reporting for NYS Retirement – William Film   
 
Moved by:  Supervisor Perry 
Seconded by:  Councilman Nippes 
 
 Whereas, the New York State Office of the State Comptroller requires that municipalities 
establish a standard work day and reporting requirement by resolution for elected and appointed 
officials; and 

 
Whereas, the elected and appointed officials have kept the required record of activities, which 

has been received and reviewed by the Town Board, to adopt the “Standard Work Day and Reporting 
Resolution for Elected and Appointed Officials,” in compliance therewith; now therefore 

 
Be it Resolved, that the Sand Lake Town Board hereby adopts the ”Standard Work Day and 

Reporting Resolution for Elected and Appointed Officials” for Town Board Councilman William Film; and 
 
Be it Further Resolved, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Town Clerk to sign, and 

publicly post for a minimum of thirty days, said resolution and present the same, along with a certified 
copy of this resolution, to the New York State Office of the State Comptroller within 45 days of adoption 
of this resolution.  
ADOPTED 4 AYES – COUNCILMAN FILM RECUSED HIMSELF 
 
 
 



 

 

RESOLUTION #2020-08-70 
Authorization to Implement and Fund the Costs of 100% of the Costs of a Transportation Project, 
Which May Be Eligible for Federal-Aid and/or State-Aid, or Reimbursement from Bridge NY Funds 
 
Moved by:  Supervisor Perry 
Seconded by: Councilman Bulmer 
 
 Whereas, a project for the Bridge NY, BIN 22011960, Stop 13 over Wynantskill, Town of Sand 
Lake, P.I.N. 1761.24 (“the Project”) is eligible for funding under Title 23 U.S. Code, as amended, that calls 
for the apportionment of the costs of such program to be borne at the ratio of 95% Federal funds and 
5% non-federal funds; and 

 
Whereas, the Town of Sand Lake will design, let and construct the Project; and 
 
Whereas, the Town of Sand Lake desires to advance the Project by making a commitment of 

100% of the costs of the work for the Project or portions thereof; now therefore  
 
Be it Resolved, that the Town Board hereby approves the above-subject Project; and 
 
Be it Further Resolved, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Town of Sand Lake to pay 

100% of the cost of Design & ROW Incidentals and Acquisition work the for the Project or portions 
thereof, with the understanding that qualified costs may be eligible for federal-aid, state-aid, or 
reimbursement from Bridge NY funds; and 

 
Be it Further Resolved, that the sum of $224,999.00 was hereby appropriated pursuant to 

Resolution #2019-08-79 “Approval to Create a Capital Project – Stop 13 Bridge Replacement” in August 
2019 and was made available to cover the cost of participation in the above phase(s) of the Project; and 

 
Be it Further Resolved, that the additional sum of $38,716.00 is hereby appropriated from the 

Town of Sand Lake Budget, A 599 General Fund- Fund Balance and made available to cover the cost of 
participation in the above phase(s) of the Project; and 

 
Be it Further Resolved, that the Town Board hereby agrees that the Town of Sand Lake shall be 

responsible for all costs of the Project which exceed the amount of federal-aid, state-aid, or NY Bridge 
funding awarded to the Town of Sand Lake; and 

 
Be it Further Resolved, that in the event the Project costs not covered by federal-aid, state-aid, 

or NY Bridge funding exceed the amount appropriated above, the Town Board of the Town of Sand Lake 
shall convene as soon as possible to appropriate said excess amount immediately upon the notification 
by the New York State Department of Transportation thereof; and 

 
Be it Further Resolved, that the Town of Sand Lake hereby agrees that construction of the 

Project shall begin no later than twenty-four (24) months after award and the construction phase of the 
Project shall be completed within thirty (30) months; and 

 
Be it Further Resolved, that the Supervisor of the Town Board of the Town of Sand Lake be and 

is hereby authorized to execute on behalf of the Town of Sand Lake all necessary agreements, 
certifications or reimbursement requests for federal-aid and/or state-aid and/or Bridge NY funding with 



 

 

the New York State Department of Transportation in connection with the advancement or approval of 
the Project and providing for the administration of the Project and the Town of Sand Lake’s funding of 
Project costs and permanent funding of the local share of federal-aid, state-aid, and Bridge NY funding 
eligible Project costs and all Project costs within appropriations therefore that are not so eligible; and 

 
Be it Further Resolved, that a certified copy of this resolution be filed with the New York State 

Commissioner of Transportation by attaching it to any necessary Agreement in connection with the 
Project; and 

 
Be it Further Resolved, this Resolution shall take effect immediately.   

MOTION CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 
 
RESOLUTION #2020-08-71 
Reestablishment of Planning Oversight Committee 
Moved by:  Supervisor Perry 
Seconded by:  Councilwoman Erickson  
 

Whereas, the Town of Sand Lake has had a vibrant, creative and hard-working Planning 
Oversight Committee which spent countless hours tracking accomplishments in the 2006 
Comprehensive Plan and developing the 2019 Comprehensive Plan; and  

 
Whereas, in December 2019 the Town Board approved the 2019 Comprehensive Plan; now 

therefore 
 
Be it Resolved, the Sand Lake Town Board recognizes the vital work performed by the Planning 

Oversight Committee and wishes to reestablish its presence in town government to track progress made 
in this newest Comprehensive Plan; and  

 
Be it Further Resolved, the Town Board will advertise for Planning Oversight Committee 

members in our local newspaper and on the town website, welcoming people who wish to serve on this 
important volunteer committee.  
MOTION CARRIED - UNANIMOUS  
 
The next Resolution #2020-08-72 – Authorization to Establish 2020 Averill Park Junior Warriors Football 
Usage at Butler Park.  Rob Dawes addressed the Board and stated he was there to answer any of their 
questions.  He explained his plan and the measures he would enforce to meet Covid guidelines.  
Supervisor Perry read a paragraph she wanted to add to the Resolution basically stating Mr. Dawes 
would incorporate guidelines as issued in Re-Opening New York directive from New York State.   
 
Councilman Bulmer questioned who would be monitoring the team and spectators to assure all 
guidelines were being met.  He also said that many of the organization’s responsibilities of maintaining 
the fields, mowing and trash removal were not met last year.  After much discussion Supervisor Perry 
moved, and Councilwoman Erickson seconded a motion to table the Resolution until the next meeting 
August 26, 2020. 
MOTION CARRIED – UNANIMOUS 
 
 
 



 

 

RESOLUTION #2020-08-73 
Budget Transfers and Amendments 
Moved by Supervisor Perry 
Seconded by Councilman Film          
             

Be it Resolved, the following changes are made to the 2020 Town of Sand Lake Budget: 
 

Budget Transfers  
 
From     To     Amount 
 
DA 9785.6000    DA 9785.7000    $1,471.58 
Installment Purchase Principal  Installment Purchase Interest 
 
Budget Amendments 
 
The following Budget Amendments are occurring pertaining to the Stop 13 Bridge Project: 
 

 Increase A522 9950.9999 General Fund Transfer to Capital Fund by $38,716. 

 Appropriate the General Fund – Fund Balance A 599 in the amount of $38,716. 

 Increase H005 522 5120.4230 Stop 13 Bridge Replacement – Engineering by $38,716. 

 Increase H005 980 5031.9999 Stop 13 Bridge – Interfund Transfer by $38,716. 
MOTION CARRIED - UNANIMOUS 
 
 

COMMENTS:   

Brian Hunt, Commissioner of Public Works mentioned the cemetery at the corner of Methodist Farm 

and Holcomb Road has been maintained very nicely and that there are other cemeteries in Town in 

need of maintenance if anyone was looking to do any community service.  

Supervisor Perry and the Board sent get well wishes to Joel Hunt after his recent surgery. 

Supervisor Perry then made a motion to adjourn the August 12, 2020 meeting at 8:05 PM.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Film. 
MOTION CARRIED - UNANIMOUS  
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


