
TOWN OF SAND LAKE TOWN BOARD MEETING 
FEBRUARY 14, 2018 

 

 

  A meeting of the Sand Lake Town Board was held on February 14, 2018 at 7:30 P.M. at 

the Sand Lake Town Hall.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, the following answered roll call: 

 

PRESENT:  Councilman Turner 
  Councilman Beebie 

   Councilman Bulmer      

                                    Councilwoman Erickson 

Supervisor Perry 

   Town Attorney Scott Ely 

 

RECORDING SECRETARY:  Barbara A. Biittig, Town Clerk 
 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Dan Holser, Stuart Nippes, Ed Knapp, Brian Hunt, Tom Hatcher and 

others. 

CALL TO ORDER 

 Supervisor Perry opened the Town Board meeting at 7:30 pm. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES –  

 Supervisor Perry moved to approve the minutes of January 10, 2018.   This was seconded 

by Councilwoman Erickson. 

MOTION CARRIED = UNANIMOUS  

Supervisor Perry moved to approve the minutes of January 31, 2018.   This was seconded 

by Councilman Beebie. 

MOTION CARRIED = UNANIMOUS 

MONTHLY REPORTS: TOWN CLERK- Barbara A. Biittig 

 

MONTHLY REPORTS: TOWN CLERK- Barbara A. Biittig 

 

 Money paid to Supervisor for January 2018 $ 11,121.42 

 Money paid to NYS Ag & Markets for spay/neuter program $75.00 

 Money paid to NYS Health Dept. for Marriage Licenses $67.50  

 Money paid to NYS Conservation for January 2018 $75.58 

 

 The Town Offices will be closed on Saturday, February 17 and Monday, February 19, due to 

Presidents Day. 

 

A reminder to residents that to use the convenience facility you need to purchase the new 2018 

sticker and the cost is $25 for residents under 60 and $15 for over 60. Second one can be 

purchased for $5. You must prove that you are a town resident. 

 

Update from the Passport Office. The largest number of passports ever was done in my office ever 

for the Month of January.  . As of April 1, 2018 a passport processing fee with be going up from 
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$25- $35.  This is for first time passports only not renewals.  I have also been told that the fee for 

passports will be going up also.  As of yet I do not know when that will be.  As soon as I am 

notified I will notify everyone. 

Due to this increase I have decided to have Passport Day in Sand Lake on March 10, 2018 from 9 

am to 2 pm this will still be on a first come first serve basis, however, if your group is 5 or more 

you must make an appointment.   Anyone traveling into foreign countries need to check at 

travel.gov to see if a VISA to travel to that country is required. 

 

 

It’s the Law! This article will be in the next Advertiser: 
New York State Law requires all dogs to be licensed annually. The State requires that all Town 

Clerks’ office   process them in their local municipality. Before a license can be issued or 

renewed, current proof of rabies vaccination must be provided. The Rensselaer County Health 

Department requires all dogs three months of age or older to be vaccinated for rabies. This 

information is crucial for the general public's well-being.   In addition, proof of spaying or 

neutering must be presented if applicable. The fee for a neutered/spayed dog in Sand Lake is 

$8.00 annually.   The fee for a dog that is not neutered or spayed is $11.00 annually.   Dog owners 

who do not respond to the renewal notice will be contacted by the Clerk's office. In the event that 

the dog owner does not respond after several delinquency notices and subsequent follow-up phone 

calls, their name is forwarded to the Animal Control Officer for further action. The Animal 

Control Officer visits the residence for final compliance.   If no attempt is made to license the dog 

after all these procedures, the dog owner can be ticketed and/or fined with non-compliance of 

State and Town law.   The Town of Sand Lake does have a Leash Law. In addition, if your dog is 

lost, stolen or dies, New York State law requires you to notify the Town Clerk's Office. Failure to 

comply with this law can result in a lot of issues for the dog owner.  Check the Town’s website for 

additional information regarding the Towns Dog Laws. The Town of Sand Lake does not deal 

with Creekside Kennel any more, we now use the Mohawk Humane Society in Menands. If your 

dog is lost you should contact either the town, Catherine Crawmer at 518-477-8230 or the 

Mohawk Humane Society in Menands at 518-434-8128.   When your dog is not licensed 

additional impoundment fees are required.    

I wish to take this opportunity to thank Jane McClellan my deputy who has worked with me and 

Chris Kronau during all of our years as Town Clerk as she retires.   Jane has been such an asset to 

the town clerk office and will be missed very much. She actually worked in this building when it 

was the insurance company and came with the building as we say.   There are two resolutions on 

the agenda to add Barbara Hansen as a part time deputy Town clerk I welcome her.  Many of you 

already know Barb as she works part time in the Assessor’s office. 

If you have any questions, concerns please feel free to contact me at 518-674-2026 ext 122 or my 

home at 518-674-5721.  
 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: 

 Bridge Grant for 2018 – Stop 13 Road Bridge – Grant would cover 95% of cost. 

 Will give the State of the Town to Kiwanis. 

 Update on the cost of the Law Suit – to date $84,000 
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 Please note that yellow flyer in this week’s Advertiser is regarding traces of 

naturally forming arsenic that has been found in some private wells.  A meeting on 

Tuesday, February 27, 2018 at 6:30 PM will be held at the AP High School 

auditorium. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

YOUTH – Lindsy Marshall – On file in the Town Clerk’s Office 

PLANNING BOARD -.  On file in the Town Clerk’s Office.  

BUILDING/ZONING – On file in the Town Clerk’s Office. 

Fred Erickson – Planning oversite committee – On file in the Town Clerk’s Office. 

HIGHWAY – On file in the Town Clerk’s Office – Brian Hunt 

 

BOARD MEMBERS REPORTS: 

PUBLIC WORKS – On file in the Town Clerk’s Office. 

PLANNING OVERSIGHT/LINKAGE STUDY – Given by Fred Erickson 

CABLE – –None at this time. 

PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – Steve Beebie– On file in the Town Clerk’s 

Office. 

PHYSICAL FACILITIES – Andrew Bulmer– On file in the Town Clerk’s Office.  

INTERNAL CONTROL – Andrew Bulmer – On file in the Town Clerk’s Office.  

PARKS AND RECREATION –Andrew Bulmer - On file in the Town Clerk’s Office 

BEACH – Andrew Bulmer– None at this time. 

CULTURE AND ARTS – Dee Erickson – On file in the Town Clerk’s Office.   

YOUTH  – Andrew Bulmer – On file in the Town Clerk’s Office.   

SENIORS/SENIOR VAN – Steve Beebie– On file in the Town Clerk’s Office 

ART, HISTORY & CULTURE- Dee Erickson – On file in the Town Clerk’s Office.   

VETERANS – Nancy Perry. None at this time.  

AMBULANCE/PUBLIC SAFETY – Nancy Perry - On file in the Town Clerk’s Office.   

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS/EMERGENCY SERVICES- Andrew Bulmer – None at this 

time 

COMMUNITY SUBSTANCE ABUSE AWARENESS – Andrew Bulmer – On file in the Town 

Clerk’s Office.   

ANIMAL CONTROL – Ray Turner. On file in the Town Clerk’s Office.   

STREET LIGHTS –Ray Turner – On file in the Town Clerk’s Office  

LIBRARY – Dee Erickson- On file in the Town Clerk’s Office.    

CONVENIENCE FACILITY – Ray Turner– On file in the Town Clerk’s Office.  

ZONING UPDATE – None at this time. 

 

COMMENTS FROM RESIDENTS:  None at this time. 

 

RESOLUTION #2018-02-38 

Adoption – Local Law #1 of 2018 – Amend Local Law #1 of 2008  

             

 Supervisor Perry moved and Councilman Bulmer seconded the following resolution: 

        



TOWN OF SAND LAKE TOWN BOARD MEETING 
FEBRUARY 14, 2018 

 

 

Whereas, Section 458-b of the New York Real Property Tax Law (RPTL) authorizes a 

limited exemption from real property taxes for residential real property owned by veterans who 

rendered military service to the United States during the “Cold War,” defined as any person, male 

or female, who served on active duty in the United States Armed Forces, during the time period 

from September 2, 1945 to December 26, 1991, and was discharged or released therefrom under 

honorable conditions; and 

 

Whereas, Section 458-b of the Real Property Tax Law authorizes municipalities to 

establish maximum exemption amounts; and 

 

Whereas, the Sand Lake Town Board adopted into Law on July 9, 2008 the said 

Exemption under RPTL 458-b as Local Law #1 of 2008 and codified as Article V of the Code of 

the Town of Sand Lake; and 

 

Whereas, the New York State Legislature has amended RPTL 458-b and the Governor has 

signed into law on September 12, 2017 to extend and remove the ten-year sunset clause at the 

option of the taxing jurisdiction; now therefore 

 

Be it Resolved, Pursuant to subsection 2(a)(iii) of the NYS Real Property Tax Law, the 

exemption authorized shall apply to qualifying owners of qualifying real property for as long as 

they remain qualifying owners, without regard to such ten-year limitation; and 

 

Be it Futher Resolved, Article V, Section 235-17C of the Code of the Town of Sand Lake 

shall be deleted in its entirety to remove reference to the ten-year sunset clause.  This local law 

shall take effect immediately upon its filing with the New York Secretary of State.   

 

ADOPTED = AYES 5 NAYS 0 

 

RESOLUTION #2018-02-39 

Appointment – Planning Board  

        

 Supervisor Perry moved and Councilman Turner seconded the following resolution: 

 

Be it Resolved, that Mary Ellen Trumbell, 133 Glass Lake Road, Averill Park, New York, 

12018 is appointed to the Planning Board for a term ending December 31, 2019.   

 

ADOPTED = AYES 5 NAYS 0 

 

RESOLUTION #2018-02-40 

Appointment – Zoning Board of Appeals  

 

 Supervisor Perry moved and Councilman Bulmer seconded the following resolution: 

 

Whereas, with the appointment of Mary Ellen Trumbell to the Planning Board a vacancy 

now exists on the Zoning Board of Appeals; and 

 

Whereas, both the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals use the Town of Sand 

Lake Zoning Code to conduct business; and 
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Whereas, interviews have just concluded focusing on knowledge of the Zoning Code and 

its applicability to Town affairs; now therefore  

 

Be it Resolved, that Stuart Nippes, P.O. Box 1074, Averill Park, New York, 12018 is 

appointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a term ending December 31, 2022.  

 

ADOPTED = AYES 5 NAYS 0  

 

RESOLUTION #2018-02-41 

Appointment – Planning Oversight Committee Appointment    

 

 Supervisor Perry moved and Councilwoman Erickson seconded the following resolution: 
            
 Be it Resolved, that Garrett E. DeGraff, 17 Holcomb Road, Averill Park, New York, 

12018 is appointed to the Planning Oversight Committee.   

 

ADOPTED = AYES 5 NAYS 0 

 

RESOLUTION #2018-02-42 

Authorization - Coordinated Purchase of Animal Control Chip Reader 

         Supervisor Perry moved and Councilman Turner seconded the following resolution: 

Whereas, on December 18, 2017, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo signed into law Chapter 

470 of the Laws of 2017 which amended New York Agriculture & Markets Law, Article 

111,effective April 17, 2018; and 

Whereas, Article 111-A and B of New York Agriculture & Markets Law directs the 

Commissioner of the New York State Department of Agriculture & Markets to establish 

standards regarding microchip technology used for identification of companion animals and the 

examination of seized animals and animals taken possession of; and 

 

Whereas, the Town of Sand Lake Animal Control Officer Catherine J. Crawmer has 

indicated that in order to comply with the regulations that will be promulgated based on the 

amended Article  111of  New York Agriculture & Markets Law, she will be required to possess a 

microchip reader to carry out the functions associated with her position;  and 

 

Whereas, Catherine J. Crawmer serves three towns and believes one microchip reader 

will be sufficient to serve all three towns;  now therefore 

 

Be it Resolved, that the Town Board authorizes Catherine J. Crawmer to purchase a Home 

Again Universal World Scan Plus microchip reader with the Town of Sand Lake paying one-

third of the total cost Of $399.00 with a not-to-exceed cost to the Town of $133.99. 
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ADOPTED = AYES 5 NAYS 0



 

 

RESOLUTION #2018-02-43 

Authorization – Spectrum Cable Service for State Police 

 

 Supervisor Perry moved and Councilman Beebie seconded the following resolution: 

              

Whereas, the New York State Police are a welcome presence in our community; and 

 

Whereas, the State Police have requested cable television be installed in the building 

owned by the Town where the State Police are located in order to keep abreast of the weather 

and relevant current events affecting our community; now therefore 

 

Be it Resolved, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor enter into an 

agreement with Spectrum Enterprise for a $99.00 installation fee and $13.98 monthly fee for two 

cable boxes to be located in the Town building occupied by the State Police.   

 

ADOPTED = AYES 5 NAYS 0 

 

RESOLUTION #2018-02-44 

Authorization - Disposal of Surplus Equipment 

 

Supervisor Perry moved and Councilman Beebie seconded the following 

resolution: 

Whereas, from time to time the Town of Sand Lake removes old and obsolete items from 

inventory; and Councilman Beebie seconded the following resolution: 

 

Whereas, the Town Clerk has determined that various items at Town Hall are obsolete 

and therefore  should  be declared surplus town equipment; now therefore 

 

Be it Resolved, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Town Clerk to dispose, 

donate, or recycle town equipment deemed obsolete in the attached schedule;  and 

 

Be it further  Resolved, that this resolution shall take effect immediately upon  passage. 

ADOPTED = AYES 5 NAYS 0 

 

RESOLUTION #2018-02-45 

Authorization – Memorandum of Agreement with United Public Service Employees Union  

 

 Supervisor Perry moved and Councilwoman Erickson seconded the following resolution: 

 

Whereas, the Town and the United Public Service Employees Union are parties to a 

collective bargaining agreement covering the period January 1, 2017-December 31, 2018 ; and 

 



 

 

Whereas, Joshua Bucci is a Town employee, in good standing, and member of the United 

Public Service Employees Union who has worked for the Town Highway Department since 

2005; and 

 

Whereas, for reasons beyond the control of the Town, Joshua Bucci is currently earning 

almost the same hourly rate as union employees hired in 2012 and 2013; now therefore 

 

Be it Resolved, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor, upon review by 

Counsel, to enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the United Public Service Employees 

Union to rectify the wage inequity currently experienced by Joshua Bucci by increasing his 

hourly pay rate by $1.00/hour, for a total hourly rate of $19.57; and 

 

Be it further Resolved, that this resolution shall be retroactive to January 1, 2018.  

 

ADOPTED = AYES 5 NAYS 0   

 

RESOLUTION #2018-02-46 

Authorization – Purchase of 2018 Chevrolet 1500 Silverado 

 

 Supervisor Perry moved and Councilman Beebie seconded the following resolution: 

             

 Whereas, the Commissioner of Public Works/Highway Superintendent has compared 

prices of local dealers and determined that a 2018 Chevrolet 1500 Silverado is available on an 

existing Madison County bid in the amount of $27,845.50; and 

 

Whereas, this truck meets the needs of the Town’s Building Department; now therefore 

 

Be it Resolved, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor to enter into a 

purchase agreement with Carbone Chevrolet Buick Cadillac GMC, Yorkville, New York to 

obtain the aforementioned vehicle.   

 

ADOPTED = AYES 5 NAYS 0 

 

RESOLUTION #2018-02-47 

Town Clerk’s Appointment – Deputy Registrar of Birth Certificate  

 

 Supervisor Perry moved and Councilman Bulmer seconded the following resolution: 

 

Be it Resolved, that the Town Board hereby appoints Barbara Hansen as Deputy 

Registrar of Birth Certificates.   

 

ADOPTED = AYES 5 NAYS 0 

 

RESOLUTION #2018-02-48 

Town Clerk’s Appointment – Deputy Town Clerk 

 



 

 

 Supervisor Perry moved and Councilwoman Erickson seconded the following 

resolution: 

             

 Whereas, Town Clerk Barbara Biittig has appointed Barbara Hansen Deputy Town 

Clerk; now therefore 

 

Be it Resolved, that Barbara Hansen is Deputy Town Clerk at an annual rate of $15.76 

per hour as set forth in the 2018 Sand Lake Town Budget.   

 

ADOPTED = AYES 5 NAYS 0 

 

RESOLUTION #2018-02-49 

Authorization – Budget Transfers and Amendments  

              

  Supervisor Perry moved and Councilman seconded the following resolution: 

 

Be It Resolved the following transfers are made to the 2018 Town of Sand Lake Budget: 

From    To     Amount 

 A 9060.8   A 1110.1    $1,200 

Hosp and Med Ins.   Justice Personal Services 

A 9060.8   A 1410.1    $1,000 

Hosp and Med Ins.  Town Clerk Personal Services 

DA 9060.8   DA 5110.1    $6,400 

Hosp and Med Ins.  Road Repair Personal Services  

Budget Amendment 

Increase appropriation DA 5130.4000 Machinery Contractual in the amount of $3,938.93 and     

Increase Revenue DA 2680 Insurance Recoveries in the amount of $3,938.93 for the repair of the 

2017 Chevrolet Silverado damaged during snow plowing. 

 

ADOPTED = AYES 5 NAYS 0 

 

COMMENTS FROM RESIDENTS:   

 Fred Erickson 

 Stuart Nippes 

*A complete accounting of all discussions on agenda is available for review on audio 

tape in the Town Clerk’s Office. 

 

 Supervisor Perry moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:14 PM.  This was seconded by 

Councilman Turner. 



 

 

MOTION CARRIED = UNANIMOUS 

A complete accounting of all discussions on agenda is available for review on audio tape 

in the Town Clerk’s Office. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Barbara A. Biittig 

Town Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


