
 

 

SPECIAL MEETING TOWN BOARD 
JULY 20, 2020 

 
A Special Meeting of the Sand Lake Town Board was held on July 20, 2020 at 5:00 P.M. at the 
Sand Lake Town Hall.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, the following answered roll call: 
 
PRESENT:  Councilman Bulmer 
   Councilwoman Erickson 
   Councilman Film 
   Councilman Nippes 
   Supervisor Perry  
   Town Attorney Ely 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY:  Barbara Hansen, Town Clerk 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Vito A. Ciccarelli, Rensselaer County Director of Tourism and Special Events 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 Supervisor Perry opened the meeting at 5:00 P.M. and stated the sole purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss the 2020 Butler Park Concert Series and followed with 2 questions that 
she believes need to be answered before the Concerts proceed. 
 

1. Does the Town Board proceed with three concerts scheduled for July 30th, August 
2nd and August 26th. 

2. And if we proceed how do we plan for mitigating measures and enforcement in 
accordance with State gubernatorial directives.  

 
Supervisor Perry went on to say Rensselaer County is now in phase 4 which allows 

gatherings up to 50 people and also allows “low risk” gatherings with written plans approved by 
the State.  These guidelines from CDC need to be addressed before we schedule a “low risk” 
gathering. The Town Board does not have a written plan at this time to submit to New York 
State for approval.  These Concerts of well-known bands are not considered “low risk” events 
and will be attended by more than 50 people.  Supervisor Perry spoke with both the NYS Covid 
Hotline and Rensselaer County Bureau of Public Health and was informed that the phase 4 
guidelines had not changed.  She opened the discussion to the Town Board and asked for all to 
comment before making a decision.   

 
Councilwoman Erickson said she canvassed friends on Facebook and asked what views 

they had on Concerts in Butler Park this summer.  A few were in favor but the majority said 
“heck no”.  She noted that some of the bands had large followings and would draw large 
numbers of people from outside the community.  

 
Councilman Bulmer stated the health and safety of the public is first and foremost.  He 

questioned how to address crowd control, Health Department guidelines and how we could 
meet all of them and still have a good event for the public to enjoy. 



 

 

 
 
 
Councilman Film stated that although this is a tough situation he believed we can still 

make it happen with some prep work.  He was advised by the Health Department that the 
Governor is considering the 50 person limit and is contemplating extending the limit to 150 
people.  He is optimistic that we will be able to allow these concerts once we get all of our 
guidelines in order and secure the necessary manpower to enforce them.  He felt once a plan is 
in place the concert season could be extended into September and October. 

 
Councilman Bulmer suggested procuring lesser known bands or a one man show that 

would not draw such a big crowd, and limiting it to Sand Lake residents only.   
 
Councilman Nippes doesn’t believe the bands scheduled would draw any more than 200 

people on a Thursday night.  He asked Vito Ciccarelli, Director of Tourism and Special Events to 
come in and explain what surrounding towns were doing regarding concerts. 

 
Mr. Ciccarrelli stated concerts have been going on in other Towns across the county and 

they have not had any problems.  Supervisor Perry questioned if these events had more than 50 
people in attendance and Mr. Ciccarelli said yes.  She then asked why this was not in conflict 
with the County’s Bureau of Public Health own guidelines.  He stated that guidelines from “Re-
opening of New York” allows 33% of the maximum occupancy of the space is allowed for an 
outdoor show.  Supervisor Perry stated that the information she gathered from the Governor’s 
website and the Bureau of Public Health states only 50 people were allowed for an outdoor 
event.   

Town Attorney Ely was asked by Supervisor Perry if he had looked over these guidelines 
and what conclusion he came to.  He said he had and agreed with Supervisor Perry’s 
interpretation of the directives but noted he had not seen the material Mr. Ciccarelli had. 

 
Councilwoman Erickson and Supervisor Perry both stated that these guidelines differ 

from information they have read in both County and State guidelines.    
 
Supervisor Perry questioned how we could enforce the rules regarding masks and social 

distancing in our Town.  We have no plans in place at this time and she does not consider these 
concerts to be “low risk”.  She addressed the Board and said we’ve cancelled Summer Camp, 
we’ve cancelled the Town Beach and asked question why is a concert series any more 
important that those events.  

 
Supervisor Perry asked Mr. Ciccarelli to get her information from the Bureau of Public 

Health, in writing outlining these guidelines. She also said that we will not have a written plan in 
place by July 30th to address these issues of enforcement and feels it is necessary to cancel the 
July 30th concert.  At the next Board meeting on July 29th she wants to discuss what we have for 
a plan and decide if we want to go forward.  



 

 

 Councilman Nippes disagreed.  He stated we could put a plan together and wants to go 
ahead with the July 30th concert to see how it works out and cancel future concerts on August 
13th and August 27th if things don’t go well.  He believes we already have guidelines from the 
County but Supervisor Perry disagreed. She said the guidelines are not a specific plan tailored 
for the Town of Sand Lake, and does not want to move forward until such a plan is laid out in 
writing. 

 
Mr. Ciccarelli agreed with Supervisor Perry that we should have something written up so 

that the Board members and residents are comfortable attending these concerts.   
 

Supervisor Perry made a motion to cancel the July 30th concert at Butler Park.  It was 
seconded by Councilwoman Erickson. 

Motion Carried:  Ayes 4 Nays 1 
 
Supervisor Perry made a motion to adjourn the July 20th, 2020 Special Town Board 

Meeting at 5:53 PM.  It was seconded by Councilwoman Erickson. 
Motion Carried:  Unanimous 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 


